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SCRIPTURE
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was 
reported that he was at home. So many gathered around 
that there was no longer room for them, not even in front 
of the door, and he was speaking the word to them. Then 
some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, car-
ried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above 
him, and after having dug through it, they let down the 
mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, 
he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.
+ Mark 2:1-5

SCRIPT
Hi friends! Today, I want to share about how four friends 
worked together to help one of their own in need.
There was a man who was sick. This man heard that Jesus was 
back in town and he thought, “Surely, Jesus will help me!” 
Everyone else also heard that Jesus was back in town and 
they all rushed to his home to hear him speak. There were 
so many people that it was very difficult to get anywhere 
near Jesus. Most people couldn’t even get close enough to 
the front door of the house!
There were just too many people and the man was not well 
enough to get to Jesus on his own. But, this man had four 
really good friends who decided to work together and help 
him out.
The four persons carried their friend through the crowd and 
even climbed up to the roof. They didn’t stop there! They 
dug a hole through the roof so they could help lower their 
friend to where Jesus was.
All their hard work paid off at the end. Jesus recognized 
their faith. Jesus even told the person, “All your sins are 
forgiven.”

This story happened a long, long time ago but things like it 
still happen today! All around the world, there are people who 
need a little help. Maybe they need some help to get food, or 
to see a doctor, or to fix their homes after a big storm.
Sometimes our friends need help. And that’s when we can show 
love! But helping isn’t something we always do alone. When lots 
of people work together, we can do big things in a new way!
And when someone needs help, friends come together! 
They might bring food to share, give a ride to the doctor, or 
help rebuild a home.
There’s a special group called Week of Compassion. They 
help gather gifts from many churches so people all around 
the world can have what they need, like food, clean water, 
or a safe place to live.
So when we hear Pastor _____ talk about giving to Week of 
Compassion, it means our church is joining with lots of oth-
er helpers to show God’s love to our neighbors everywhere!

DISCUSSION
I wonder… How do you think the four friends knew that 
they needed to work together to help their friend?
I wonder… If you were one of the friends, what would you 
say to the other friends to get them to help too?

PRAYER
Dear God,
We want to help our friends and neighbors who might need 
a little bit of help. Sometimes helping is too hard if we try 
to do it just by ourselves. But we know that we can find new 
ways to help each other out if we work together! Thank you 
for the friends that you give us and for allowing us to work 
together to help everyone remember that you care for all of 
us. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

The following is a script starting with scripture and a 
brief story about the text. There are 3 activities - one 
appropriate for all ages, including intergenerational 
participants; the other 2 are variations of a similar 
activity for preschool and for elementary aged children.
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STEPS
•	 Inflate balloons; set them in one area and the piece of 

cardboard in another nearby area
•	 Describe the challenge: 

The goal is to carry all balloons on top of the cardboard 
from one location to another (designate both locations)

•	 Children may try to do the challenge on their own
•	 If they find it difficult to accomplish, ask them to share 

what ideas they might have to accomplish the task
•	 Guide them into working together to carry the cardboard 

as a group. Some may even help by keeping the balloons 
from falling off

VARIATIONS
If your group is large, have some people create a maze or 
barriers for the teams carrying the cardboard and balloons 
to find their way through.

CREATIVITY
Recognize and praise creative and “out-of-the-box” ap-
proaches, especially from children. This activity is set up to 
encourage collaboration but also to encourage new ways of 
thinking and problem solving.

STEPS
•	 Give each child one full sheet of construction paper plus 

coloring materials, precut pieces of paper, etc.
•	 Share with them: 

Our friend needs some help fixing up their house! The wall was 
repaired after getting wet, but now it needs some beautiful 
new wallpaper. The job is too big for one person, so our friend 
is asking you to help!  
Use your paper, crayons, and shapes to make your own piece 
of wallpaper. When we put them all together, our friend’s wall 
will be bright, colorful, and full of your amazing designs!

•	 Tape together all individual pieces to form one single 
wallpaper

•	 Celebrate the unique contributions of each individual as 
well as the collective finished product.

STEPS
•	 Divide children into small teams of 2 or 3
•	 Give each team the same type and amount of supplies
•	 Give each the same challenge: 

Build a bridge at least 4 inches off the ground and 6 
inches long that will hold one of the figurines (or coin)

•	 After some time, ask the teams to pause and observe 
what the other teams are doing

•	 Tell them: You can now share ideas, combine materials, 
and build one big bridge together!

•	 Let them collaborate, test their structure, and celebrate 
together!

ACTIVITY 1 (ALL AGES) ACTIVITY 2 (PRESCHOOL)

ACTIVITY 3 (ELEMENTARY)

ITEMS NEEDED
•	 Large flat piece of cardboard or thin 

posterboard. It should be large enough 
that is difficult to carry by any one child by 
themselves but easy enough to carry as a 
team.

•	 Balloons filled with air, ballpit balls, or any 
other lightweight object that would be 
difficult to transport all together on top of 
the cardboard. There should be enough 
balloons or balls to cover the surface of the 
piece of cardboard or postcard.

ITEMS NEEDED
•	 Construction paper – full sheets and 

precut pieces, shapes, strips, etc. 
•	 Crayons, coloring pencils, tape, glue, etc.

ITEMS NEEDED
•	 Paper cups, index cards, popsicle sticks, string, 

glue, tape, stapler
•	 Small figurines or coins


