ITEMS NEEDED

A simple puzzle such as a floor puzzle or an image cut
into a few squares. Remove 1 or 2 pieces so that the
puzzle is incomplete

+  Blank pieces of paper

Simple drawing materials

SCRIPT

Hi friends!

| have this puzzle that | would like to make. Can you help me
out? Do you think we can build it together?

[Ask children to help put the puzzle together on the floor,
passing out the pieces individually or inviting all children
to join in the floor]

Oh, no! We're missing some pieces! That makes me feel frus-
trated! How does that make you feel?

[Listen to and acknowledge children’s responses, affirm-
ing their emotions and guiding their responses to tie in
with the lesson]

It is [Repeat appropriate children’s responses] to be missing
something we want, it is even more [1 or 2 emotions from
children’s responses] when it's something we really need!

This reminds me of the story of the person who was sick. He
believed that Jesus could help him out but he had no way
of getting to Jesus. Do you think he was also feeling [1 or 2
emotions from children’s responses]?

Yes, | also imagine this person was feeling [emotion]!
And you know what happened next?
Four of his friends got together to help him out!

They picked him up, each grabbing one corner of his mat,
and started walking.

The crowd was HUGE! People everywhere!
They tried to squeeze through... but there was no room!
So they looked around and said, “What if we go up?”

The wall was high, but they climbed it step by step, all the
way to the roof!

Can you pretend to climb with me? Climb, climb, climb!

When they got to the top, they looked down, there was no
door, no window, just a thick roof made of wood, clay, mud,
and branches.

But they didn’t give up. They started digging!
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Can you dig with your hands? Dig, dig, dig!
Finally, they made a big enough hole.

Then, slowly and carefully, they lowered their friend down
until he was right in front of Jesus!

And Jesus was amazed!

He saw their faith, their friendship, and their big, brave
hearts.

These friends found a brand-new way to help someone get
to Jesus, all working together!

Well, not having a complete puzzle is [recall some of the
emotions named] but | don’t think we need to give up. May-
be we can find a different way to complete the puzzle!

What do you think we could do? Can we find a new way of
completing this puzzle?

[Listen to responses, affirming their emotions, creativity,
and guiding their responses to tie in with the lesson]

“I really like the idea of...” (if suggested by children) OR
“Maybe we can try...” (if not suggested)

...completing the puzzle in a new way by drawing the miss-
ing pieces ourselves!

[If time allows, pass out pieces of paper and drawing
materials; ask children to complete the missing image(s)
together as part of the children’s moment or back in their
seats; or, the adult might lead in drawing the missing
piece to demonstrate]

OR

[If meeting immediately after as part of children’s church,
tie in to the suggested activities, saying, “in a little bit,
we’ll work to see how we can all work creatively together
to complete the pieces we might be missing.”]

Before we go, let’s pray:
Dear God,

It is frustrating when we're missing something, especially
when it's something we really need. Yet, we know that you
have created each of us in very unique ways with different
abilities and with tons of creative ideas and when we work
with another, we can find new ways of filling in those miss-
ing pieces. We pray that you help us stay connected to one
another so that we may continue helping each other out.
We thank you for the creative gifts and unique abilities you
have given us to help one another. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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