
ETHICAL GUIDELINES
for Week of Compassion Volunteers

The following ethical standards emphasize respect and dignity to disaster survivors and fellow volunteers,
guide our relationships, and help demonstrate Christian presence in the communities we serve. 

Week of Compassion volunteers strive to
represent Christ in all that they do, with an attitude of love.
embody the commitment of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to be a movement for wholeness
in a fragmented world, and the commitments of Week of Compassion to practice the values of
connection, integrity, and accompaniment.
treat all persons with dignity and respect.
extend grace to themselves and others, while also holding themselves and others accountable for
intentional and unintentional harm.
make space for survivors to have agency of their own recovery and lead recovery in ways that are
meaningful to their communities.
work within the limits of their training and abilities and with an attitude of humility and mutual
concern.
listen to disaster survivors with grace, sensitivity, and compassion.
avoid making promises to disaster survivors that they cannot fulfill.
respect the belongings of disaster survivors.
avoid proselytization and religious exploitation of disaster survivors.
avoid conversations and statements related to politics and/or criticizing government entities.  
share honestly when asked why they are volunteering.
respect the personal information of disaster survivors, including seeking permission to take photos. 
be respectful of the housing facilities, as guests welcomed into a communal space.
be good stewards of funds, supplies, materials, and equipment.
be committed to stewardship of creation, taking steps whenever possible to preserve natural
resources and conserve energy.

Week of Compassion volunteers will NOT
harass fellow volunteers, community members, or disaster survivors, whether verbally, sexually, or
physically.
contribute or solicit donations of any kind for individual disaster survivors.
attempt to salvage items from the disaster area for their personal use.
accept cash from persons being assisted. (Persons wishing to make a contribution should be directed
to WeekOfCompassion.org/give)
pressure disaster survivors into sharing their story if they are not ready or willing to share.


