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Hello Disciples! Week of Compassion is in our Special Offering season and we want to
say THANK YOU.

Your gifts continue to serve the most vulnerable people across the world. Every day, we
witness the growing impacts of climate-driven disasters across the United States and
Canada. We see our neighbors navigating escalations in immigration enforcement and
increased restrictions to refugee protections. We watch international conflicts disrupt
national and community life. The needs are deep, the impacts are lasting, and in many
places recovery will take years — often unfolding in ways we cannot yet imagine.

And still, you show up.

We are grateful for each one of you — for choosing to walk A NEW WAY with us and with
our partners. Away grounded in God’s goodness and mercy. A way that understands
compassion is not a quick response, but a long commitment. A way that recognizes we
are not called to walk alone, but together.

Week of Compassion looks first to local leaders and communities, knowing that resilience
and strength cannot be delivered from the outside. They rise from deep wells of courage,
wisdom, and hope already present within communities themselves. As we pursue A NEW
WAY, we are continually inspired by our ecumenical partners, our Disciples colleagues,
and the whole Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). In the face of disaster, iliness, war,
violence, poverty and devastation of every kind, it is compassion — shared in community —
that restores us and transforms suffering into hope.

Week of Compassion serves on behalf of the whole Disciples church, responding to the
challenges of each day with the confident hope that the Body of Christ remains steadfast,
serving the world together.

A gift to Week of Compassion means life-saving disaster response and long-term
recovery. It means equipping churches and leaders to accompany immigrant neighbors
and nurture hope and opportunity for refugees. It means supporting global development
efforts that empower individuals and families and sustain dignity and possibility for the
long journey ahead.

Thank you, Disciples, for continually seeking A NEW WAY. Thank you for your
faithfulness, your generosity, and your witness to the love of Jesus Christ. We are deeply
grateful for you — and for the compassion and hope you make possible in the world.

As we serve together, may the peace of Christ surround you, now and always.



http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1011330942158/7f9dcf25-faa4-4ed8-a5fe-096415a82838

With gratitude,

Rev. Vy T. Nguyen
Executive Director
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How Lahaina is Rewriting The Rules for Disaster Recovery

Even before the ashes cooled from the 2023 wildfires on the island of Maui, the people of
Lahaina began charting a path to keep their people home — and fight the displacement
that has become almost inevitable after disasters around the globe. We have all heard the
stories from post-disaster communities across the continent — where despite billions

of dollars that often pour into communities through federal assistance programs,
numerous studies from across the continental U.S. have shown that natural disasters
widen wealth inequality and drive displacement years into their aftermath. Take New
Orleans, for example, where research found that neighborhoods damaged by Hurricane
Katrina were more likely to gentrify, an estimated 100,000 Black community members
were displaced and never returned, and vacation rentals exploded in newly rebuilt
neighborhoods — in part subsidized by billions in government and philanthropic dollars.

For too long, there have been little to no long-term protections tied with the funding meant
to make communities whole. But in Lahaina, something different is taking root.

In partnership with local and national disaster recovery organizations, the Lahaina
Community Land Trust is creating a new model for disaster recovery — where the
investments made in communities today will continue to benefit generations of ‘ohana into
the future. In the spring of 2025, LCLT partnered with Ho'0la ia Mauiakama Long Term
Recovery Group (Maui’s long term recovery group), local nonprofit mortgage lender
Hawai‘i Community Lending, and Habitat for Humanity to create a powerful partnership to
rebuild Lahaina ‘ohana’s homes by filling the financial gaps left between insurance
payouts and actual rising construction costs.
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http://lahainacommunitylandtrust.org/
http://lahainacommunitylandtrust.org/

Homes built through this partnership with disaster recovery dollars will be permanently
shielded from investor purchase, ensuring that today's relief becomes tomorrow's security.

In practice, this means that any homeowner receiving over $100,000 in assistance will
agree that the home must only ever be resold to local families, at prices within financial
reach — a promise that will be stewarded by LCLT in perpetuity.

Week of Compassion grant funds supported essential program operations to manage this
complex, multi-partner collaboration. The operational support enabled LCLT’s small but
dedicated team to maintain consistent program delivery during a critical period when
families were making time-sensitive decisions about their futures, and to develop ongoing
land stewardship systems.

Through LCLT’s innovative use of the
Community Land Trust model, participating
homeowners maintain full ownership while
committing to affordable resale terms —
creating a permanent legacy of housing
security in Lahaina.

This collaboration represents more than
rebuilding homes — it's rewriting the rules of
disaster recovery itself. By embedding
permanent affordability protections into
disaster recovery programs, Lahaina is
creating a replicable model for
communities across the world, proving that
disaster relief and long-term housing
security aren't separate goals but must be
intertwined to ensure community healing.

Your generosity to Week of Compassion
makes A NEW WAY possible.

"This partnership is truly a testament to the strength of the Lahaina community and to our
collective dedication to keep families home," said Autumn Ness, Executive Director of
LCLT. "There are far too many cautionary tales of displacement that have unfolded in so
many other communities after disasters, but by embracing creative solutions and working
together, we can keep our people home in Lahaina today and build housing security for
generations to come."

Our thanks to the Lahaina Community Land Trust for contributing to this story




and sharing photos as part of their Week of Compassion long-term recovery grant report.

Find all Mission Moments and resources on the 2026 Special Offering page.

Click the map for an interactive look at Week of Compassion responses around the world.
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MARYLAND

flood long-term recovery

CALIFORNIA

flood relief

KENTUCKY

tornado long-term recovery

CAMBODIA

emergency relief

MINNESOTA

refugee response

PUERTO RICO

hurricane recovery & disaster resilience
TENNESSEE (5)

winter storm response
MOZAMBIQUE (2)

flood relief

BURUNDI

refugee relief
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ZIMBABWE

flood relief

PENNSYLVANIA

emergency relief

FLORIDA

disaster resilience

MISSISSIPPI (3)

community resilience + winter storm relief

NORTH CAROLINA

Hurricane Helene long-term recovery

ILLINOIS

refugee response

PAKISTAN

earthquake response

AFGHANISTAN

earthquake relief

GEORGIA (2)

emergency relief & Hurricane Helene response

Download a PDE of this email, or find this and other recent stories on our website.

Did someone share this with you? SIGN UP HERE to get your own Week of Compassion email.
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VOLUNTEER join Week of Compassion's domestic disaster response

Lo etrea oy en [REALCIEE gather resources and guidance for response & support

GIVE
make a gift at any time to Week of Compassion
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

find recent stories, searchable by topic and location
COMING EVENTS

join programs, trainings, and Week of Compassion Vvisits

VISION : a world where God's people transform suffering into hope

@ MISSION : to work with partners to alleviate suffering throughout the world
CORE VALUES : connection - integrity - accompaniment

Coimpassion

(317) 713-2442 info@weekofcompassion.org
www.weekofcompassion.org
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