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Volunteer Opportunity:
Flood Relief Work in San Angelo, TX

Greetings,

My name is Rev. T.J. Shoop-York, and | serve as the Senior Minister of Grace Christian
Church—a shared ministry of First Christian Church and Grace Presbyterian Chapel
(PCUSA) in San Angelo, Texas. | recently returned from a three-month sabbatical and
am now working closely with our congregation and local community agencies, in
partnership with Week of Compassion, to assess the needs resulting from the July
4th floods and discern the next steps forward together.

We are in the early stages of organizing volunteer groups to assist with construction
and recovery projects. Through our community partners, such as United Way and
Galilee CDC, we can host groups as small as 2-3 individuals or as large as 30+.
Service opportunities are available for as little as one day or as long as several
weeks. Housing for larger groups is available at our church, and smaller teams may
be hosted by church families upon request.

If you are interested in organizing a team—large or small—please complete the
following form:

Link: linktr.ee/SanAngeloChurch (select “Flood Relief - Out-of-Town Supporters"”)
After you submit the form, a staff member from Grace Christian Church will respond

no later than the following Monday, followed by a follow-up email from Week of
Compassion.



Important Details

e Asyou consider potential volunteer dates, please note that Week of Compassion
has designated the weeks of January 16-31, 2026 (which includes MLK Day) as
“blitz weeks.” During this time, a representative will be in San Angelo to help
coordinate work.

e We are prayerfully exploring additional partnerships with other organizations to
support ongoing mission trips throughout the summer. More information will be
provided as these plans develop.

Upcoming Projects

Immediate recovery work includes installing insulation and hanging sheetrock. In
some cases, this will involve entire houses; in others, just two to four feet of
sheetrock. If your group includes individuals with relevant skills, tasks may also
include taping, bedding, and possibly texturing. As priorities shift, additional projects
will include flooring and siding.

Several volunteer groups that arrived after July 4 are now departing, creating an
even greater need for short-term volunteer teams to keep progress moving forward.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly at tj@gcsa.church

Community Impact
e Across Texas, approximately 4,000 homes have been affected; of these, 2,000 are
in Tom Green County and 1,800 within San Angelo city limits.
¢ In San Angelo alone, more than 65 homes were destroyed, and over 500 were
severely damaged. An estimated 300 of these homes include families with
children.

Long-Term Vision

Based on conversations with local experts, we estimate that recovery work in San
Angelo will take approximately three years. After prayer and discernment, our
church has identified a critical need: to walk alongside individuals and families who
might otherwise fall through the cracks of traditional assistance programs. Soon, we
will establish a fundraising goal aimed at bridging these gaps, ensuring resources
reach those who need them most and who may not qualify for other support. We
plan to work closely with United Way to maximize our impact and avoid duplicating
services.

If you or your congregation feel called to support this vision—whether through
volunteering or financial gifts—we warmly welcome your partnership. Thank you for
your prayers and continued support as, together, we strive to meet the needs of our
community and beyond.

Grace and Peace,
Rev. T.J. Shoop-York



